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When Teaching Notes are enabled, teacher-specific instructions for a card will appear just below that
card.

You can view the following video to learn more about the role of Teaching Notes and the Learning
Guide.

ROLE OF THE STUDENT

While the lessons in this curriculum are written to you, the student, that does not mean you are
expected to work completely on your own. Keep in mind that your Learning Guide is here to support and
help you. You and your Learning Guide will work as partners. Together you will decide which
assignments you will work on independently and which you will do jointly. During the course, there will
be times when you will be directed to read a selection aloud for your Learning Guide, share information
you have learned, or take part in a discussion.

When working on your own, ask for your Learning Guide’s assistance if you have any questions or if
directions do not seem clear. You should also check with your Learning Guide before linking to any of
the websites listed in the lessons or activities.

ROLE OF THE CALVERT SUPPORT STAFF

At Calvert, we understand the importance of having support when you need it. We offer many resources
to help you along the way. If you have a question about our curriculum, our Education Counselors are
available to help you Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Eastern time, by phone at 1-888-
487-4652, or email at support@calvertservices.org.

Please go online to view and submit this assessment.

Please go online to view this video ▶

RATE YOUR READINESS
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Your certified school teacher directs the 
instruction, determines the pacing, and makes 
decisions for intervention and enrichment. 
However, the Learning Guide has an essential role 
in helping you on the road to academic success.

The Learning Guide has access to the all 
the course materials. Additionally, teacher-
specific instructions (Teaching Notes) written 
specifically to the Learning Guide or instructor 
give information, directions, and suggestions for 
leading you through a lesson.

When Teaching Notes are enabled, teacher-
specific instructions for a card will appear just 
below that card.

You can view the following video to learn more about the role of Teaching Notes and the Learning 
Guide.
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The following is a suggested daily schedule as it displays in CTN. Although each subject can be studied
in a designated order, know that you can adapt the schedule and pace to meet your individual
educational needs.

A complete course is planned for an average school year of about nine months. There are 160–180
daily lesson parts in a course. The number of lesson parts and tests for individual subjects will vary
based on the amount of material that must be covered in the course during the school year.

Each day, we recommend that you spend approximately 120-150 minutes in grades K-2 and 100-120
minutes in grades 3-8 on English Language Arts, 45 minutes on Math, 45 minutes on Science, 45
minutes on Social Studies, and 30 minutes reading independently.

You can view the following video to learn more about the Suggested Daily Schedule.

ROLE OF THE LEARNING GUIDE

The Learning Guide is a responsible adult
(usually a parent) who guides the student
through his or her academic journey. 

Your certified school teacher directs the
instruction, determines the pacing, and makes
decisions for intervention and enrichment.
However, the Learning Guide has an essential
role in helping you on the road to academic
success.

The Learning Guide has access to the all the
course materials. Additionally, teacher-specific instructions (Teaching Notes) written specifically to the
Learning Guide or instructor give information, directions, and suggestions for leading you through a
lesson.

Please go online to view this video ▶

KNOW YOUR ROLE

If you plan to do this course exclusively 
online, you will have access to all the 
course material digitally.

If you are going to complete some of this 
course offline, you might have already 
received a printed version of our lesson 
manual. If not, you can print at any time 
using our Print-On-Demand functionality. 
Using this functionality, you can print a 
single lesson, an entire unit, or the entire 
course.

Print-On-Demand does not print the 
textbooks that you will need as part of 
your course. Please contact your school 
directly to have the textbooks shipped 
directly to you.

As part of your project work or assessment, you may be 
required to submit a file, image, or video to your teacher. To 
do this, you will need access to a computer and a camera-
equipped mobile phone.

WORKSHEETS

If you are working in the print version of our lessons, all the worksheets that are needed to complete the 
course are provided in the Appendix as part of the printed packet. Otherwise, PDFs of all worksheets will 
be linked to the individual lessons. You will need Adobe Reader® to use these worksheets. Most of these 
worksheets are fillable and you can use your computer keyboard to type directly in them and save them 
on your computer.

NOTEBOOKS AND JOURNALS
You may be directed to use a notebook or journal throughout this course. Journals should be used to 
reflect on your learning and can serve as a single place for notes and information as you move through 
the course. You can take notes in your physical notebook or even digitally by using an application such 
as Evernote®.

Getting Started - Social Studies

If you plan to do this course exclusively online,
you will have access to all the course material
digitally. 

If you are going to complete some of this course
offline, you might have already received a printed
version of our lesson manual. If not, you can
print at any time using our Print-On-Demand
functionality. Using this functionality, you
can print a single lesson, an entire unit, or the
entire course. 

Print-On-Demand does not print the textbooks
that you will need as part of your course. Please
contact your school directly to have the
textbooks shipped directly to you.  

As part of your project work or assessment, you
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WORKSHEETS 

If you are working in the print version of our lessons, all the worksheets that are needed to complete the
course are provided in the Appendix as part of the printed packet. Otherwise, PDFs of all worksheets

will be linked to the individual lessons. You will need Adobe Reader® to use these worksheets. Most of
these worksheets are fillable and you can use your computer keyboard to type directly in them and save
them on your computer.  

NOTEBOOKS AND JOURNALS 

You may be directed to use a notebook or journal throughout this course. Journals should be used to
reflect on your learning and can serve as a single place for notes and information as you move through
the course. You can take notes in your physical notebook or even digitally by using an application such

as Evernote®.  

In English Language Arts, this will be referred to as ELA Journal. 
In Social Studies, this will be referred to as Social Studies Journal. 
In Science and Math, Science Notebook or Math Notebook will be the preferred name. 

PRINT VS. DIGITAL EXPERIENCE

Getting Started - Social Studies

getting started
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ONLINE ACTIVITIES  

Your course may include interactive digital activities, videos from publishers such as YouTube®, virtual
simulations, virtual labs, and digital assessments that cannot be completed without going online. 

MCGRAW-HILL E-TEXT 

You will see that section titles in your lesson are
underlined. We refer to this as hyperlinking.
Clicking directly on the link opens the "Books and
Content" bookshelf in a new browser window.  

First, select the textbook and navigate to
the unit and lesson that are provided to you along with
the hyperlink in the lesson text.  

Then, click on "My Lesson" to find the lesson material. 

BRAINPOP®

Calvert Learning is pleased to offer BrainPOP®, an
engaging web-based interactive program that supports

the core curriculum. BrainPOP® activities include
animated video tutorials, interactive activities, and
assessments that provide a rich, multisensory
experience designed to improve learning. These
research-based activities were developed in
accordance with national and state academic
standards. These engaging activities are accessed

through the online course. When a BrainPOP® activity is appropriate for a lesson, the link is located with
the online lesson for that day. Click on the link, and you will be directed to the instructional activities.

ADDITIONAL MATERIALS

We have included many resources designed to provide additional help and support as you complete
your course. These supplementary resources are provided to you in the appropriate lessons as
downloadable PDFs that you can print as needed.

Your course may also use these materials that are commonly found throughout your home.

BOOKS AND MATERIALS

Please go online to view this video ▶

MCGRAW-HILL E-TEXT
You will see that section titles 
in your lesson are underlined. 
We refer to this as hyperlinking. 
Clicking directly on the link 
opens the “Books and Content” 
bookshelf in a new browser 
window.

First, select the textbook and 
navigate to the unit and lesson 
that are provided to you along 
with the hyperlink in the lesson 
text.

Then, click on “My Lesson” to 
find the lesson material.

BRAINPOP®

Calvert Learning is pleased 
to offer BrainPOP®, an 
engaging web-based interactive 
program that supports the 
core curriculum. BrainPOP® 
activities include animated video 
tutorials, interactive activities, 
and assessments that provide 
a rich, multisensory experience 
designed to improve learning. 
These research-based activities 
were developed in accordance 

• In English Language Arts, this will be referred to as ELA Journal.

• In Social Studies, this will be referred to as Social Studies Journal.

• In Science and Math, Science Notebook or Math Notebook will be the preferred name.

ONLINE ACTIVITIES

Your course may include interactive digital activities, videos from publishers such as YouTube®, virtual 
simulations, virtual labs, and digital assessments that cannot be completed without going online.



Grade 1 Calvert Social Studies  Getting Started   13

Please go online to view and submit this assessment.

RATE YOUR READINESS

with national and state academic standards. These engaging activities are accessed through the online 
course. When a BrainPOP® activity is appropriate for a lesson, the link is located with the online lesson 
for that day. Click on the link, and you will be directed to the instructional activities.

ADDITIONAL MATERIALS

We have included many resources designed to provide additional help and support as you complete your 
course. These supplementary resources are provided to you in the appropriate lessons as downloadable 
PDFs that you can print as needed.

Your course may also use these materials that are commonly found throughout your home.
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